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CONTENTSPersonal Testimony 
by Dr. Kaarina A. Ham

Throughout Scripture, the 
number 40 has figured powerfully in 
the mighty acts of God, as revealed 
to His people.  In the Hebrew Bible, 
the number 40 is often used for 
time periods (forty days or forty 
years) which separate two distinct 
epochs. Several Jewish leaders 
and kings are said to have ruled for 
forty years, that is, a generation.  
Mentioned 146 times in Scripture, 
biblical scholars remind us that 
the number 40 often symbolizes 
a period of testing or trial, ending 
with a blessing.
•	 Moses lived forty years in Egypt 

and forty years in the desert 
before God  selected him to lead 
his people out of slavery

•	 Moses was also on Mount Sinai 
for 40 days and nights, on two 
separate occasions, receiving 
God’s laws

•	 Moses sent spies for forty days 
to investigate the land God 
promised the Israelites as an 
inheritance

•	 Jonah powerfully warned ancient 
Nineveh for forty days that its 
destruction would come because 
of its many sins

•	 Ezekiel laid on His right side for 
40 days to symbolize Judah’s sins

•	 Elijah went 40 days without food 
or water at Mount Horeb

•	 Jesus was tempted by the devil 
not just three times, but many 
times during the 40 days and 
nights that he fasted just before 
his ministry began

•	 Jesus also appeared to his 
disciples and others for 40 days 
after his resurrection

The number 40 can also represent 
a generation. 
•	 because of their sins after 

leaving Egypt, God swore that 
the generation of Israelites who 
left Egyptian bondage would not 
enter Canaan

•	 the children of Israel were 
punished by wandering the 
wilderness for 40 years before a 
new generation was allowed to 
possess the promised land

•	 Jesus, just days before his 
crucifixion, prophesied the total 
destruction of Jerusalem

•	 forty years after his crucifixion 
in 30 A.D., the mighty Roman 
Empire destroyed the city and 
burned its temple to the ground
What serious, timely warnings 

and lessons for God’s people down 
through the centuries---for saints 
of old with forward-looking faith 
toward the Coming of the Messiah, 
and for those of us with looking-
back faith toward Jesus’ saving 
work on the Cross, and all that it 
means for us now and eternally.

Interestingly, the Armenian 
Apostolic Orthodox Church (AAOC) 
has been faithful to this Scriptural 
emphasis from its founding in 301 
AD, all the way to the present.  Here 
are some ways the number 40 has 
traditionally figured into daily life.  
•	 Tearnendaraj is a Feast Day on 

February 14th that continues for 
40 days, to honor the consecration 
of Jesus when his parents Joseph 
and Mary presented him to 
Simeon in the Temple.

•	 After giving birth, mothers are 
considered unclean for 40 days.  If 

a new mother wishes to enter the 
church during that time, she must 
kneel 40 times near the church 
door.  Only then is she considered 
clean to participate in worship.

•	 Traditionally, after the birth of 
a baby, for 40 days the parents 
are not to take the baby outside, 
not to host guests in their home, 
to keep the child from infection.  
At times this tradition has led to 
superstition, and for this reason 
has lost some of its meaning.

•	 After 40 days, 40 cups of water are 
poured on a newborn baby before 
being brought to the church to 
be presented to the Lord.  Then 
a special ceremony marking this 
“coming out” occasion takes place 
in the church.

•	 After someone passes away, 40 
days of sorrow begin for relatives 
and loved ones.  Because it’s 
impossible to mourn endlessly, on 
the 40th day they say “40” and 
continue the normal flow of life 
without falling into desperation 
(emphasis mine).

•	 During Soviet times there was 
a well-known tradition not to 
celebrate a 40th birthday, because 
people tended to link it with 
death.  Step by step in the post-
Soviet period, this tradition is 
gradually fading.
Of course, with biblical Mt. Ararat 

(Genesis chapters 6 – 9) in full view; 
common wisdom here in Armenia 
turns instinctively to the familiar 
account of the 40 days and 40 nights 
that Noah and his family were saved 
by faith from the deluge that covered 
the earth.  Today there’s Noy (Noah) 
water available in stores, beautiful 
paintings at souvenir markets of 
Noy and family descending from Mt. 
Ararat, Noyan Tapan (Noah’s Ark) toys 

HOPE News

I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will not slumber; 
indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.

The Lord watches over you—the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.

The Lord will keep you from all harm—he will watch over your life; 
the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.

Psalm 121

LIGHTHOUSE Well Project

... a great success! 
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Perspectives on HOPE
What an historic epoch unfolded 

in the late 1980s and early 1990s with 
the implosion of the Soviet system!  
As with people in other former Soviet 
Republics, Armenians have continued to 
struggle with rubble coming from that 
monolithic Empire.  And what a difficult 
run it continues to be more than a quarter 
century later.  

The former Armenian Soviet Socialist 
Republic (Armenian SSR) has in recent years 
experienced the devastating earthquake 
of 1988, the Nagorno-Karabakh War with 
Azerbaijan in the late 1980s and early 
1990s (still unresolved), the propane gas 
blockade by Turkey and Azerbaijan in the 
early 1990s, and successive efforts at post-
Soviet democratic-turned-dictatorial rule 
since then.

Since 2004 I have witnessed the 
despondency of the Armenian people in 
the ongoing struggle toward freedom and 
democracy.   In March 2008 the political 
opposition made a valiant attempt to 
curb dictatorial powers, but this was 
brutally crushed, and dozens of deaths 
resulted.  In April 2018, after years of 
desperation and attempts to emigrate to 
the West or Russia to find work, a clear 
majority finally said collectively, Enough-
--why can›t there be a viable future for 
us here!

The weeks since the April 13 - May 8 
Velvet Revolution, when an unpopular 
president-turned-prime minister was 
deposed through massive protest 
demonstrations (right at our doorstep!), 
have not been easy, due to strong efforts 
by hard-liners to remain in power.  But 
gradually the will of the people has 
prevailed, and parliamentary elections 
have given rise to promising new 
leadership.

Here in this First Christian Nation (301 
AD), we want to believe, as the prophet of 
old (Jeremiah 29:11), that there is a hope 
and a future for the Armenian people 
finally in their beloved homeland.  Please 
join us in praying that it will be so!

Kaarina A. Ham, Ph.D
General Director

P.S.  I like this picture (above) of the 
recent victory on Republic Square.  Those 
thousands of celebratory lights are not 
candles or flashlights---they’re smart 
phones!  We’re far out of the technological 
starting gate in this 21st century…

NE Prayer & Support Group Annual Meeting
Highland Baptist Church - Fitchburg, Massachusetts USA - Saturday, April 21

Many thanks! once again to Sharon 
Combs for organizing this year’s HOPE 
fellowship and prayer event.  Working 
together with Dr. Eric and Anne Knutson, 
Kristin Lyons, and members of the 
Highland Baptist missions committee; 
and with Pastor Joe, Pauline Dwelly, 
Crystal Caron, and Berkeley Burnham 
from the missions committee at First 
Congregational in North Brookfield; 
she helped bring together another fine 
hosting team.  

We are always grateful for strong 
prayer support from friends in the Lord 
who take time on a busy Saturday in 
springtime to gather for this purpose---
this time from 13 local fellowships.  We 
are also very thankful for the offering of 
$656 jointly from this gathering and from 
the North Brookfield fellowship toward 
summer youth ministries.

The online video presentation of last 
summer’s well project at the LIGHTHOUSE 
in Tsovagyugh village near Lake Sevan 
prepared by Suren and Tigran for this 
year’s annual meeting is now available on 

13th

youtube (see box below).  Please feel free to share this 
with those in your fellowship who have supported and 
prayed for this important project.  

On our website www.wayofhope.am you’ll find 
the slide show that was also presented at the annual 
meeting, showing ministry highlights from the past 
year.  We hope that both of these presentations will help 
explain more about what the Lord is doing as we reach 
out to people from ages 4 to 80! as Tatevik likes to say.

Staff members Tatevik, Suren, Tigran, Mher, K.Tigran, 
and Dr. Kaarina reported by SKYPE during the meeting 
about current ministries, the need for God’s protection 
during this time of political unrest, and preparations that 
are underway on this side for summer camps, special 
outreach events, and hands-on help at the LIGHTHOUSE.  
HOPE Board members Sharon Combs, Wendy Gettens, 
Chuck Newman, and Ed Wheeler dedicated the 2018 
Project PAROS summer mission team to the Lord’s work 
here, and prayed for safe travel to and from Armenia.  

As K.Tigran explained, we have all been excited that 
summer team members Debra Comiskey, Becky van 
Dam, Cindy Peterson, Jim Gettens, and Paul Ham will join 
us for two packed-full weeks here at the end of June and 
early July.  Plans are also underway for the LIGHTHOUSE 
stone wall project this summer in Tsovagyugh village.

Many thanks! also to Hugh Woodward of Hamilton, Ohio who stepped back in the early spring 
after six years of service on HOPE governing board---the last three years in the chair position.  
Based on his many years of business management experience, Hugh has been instrumental at 
an important stage of our mission in helping to establish crucial oversight and fiscal procedures.  
He and his wife Linda have been faithful partners in mission from the very start of Dr. Kaarina’s 
ministry in this part of the world---ever since 1979.  We hope that there will be opportunities in the 
future for Hugh to share his expertise and Christian commitment in various aspects of the Lord’s 
work at home and abroad.

2017 Well Project video

https://goo.gl/jYj7ps

2017 Slideshow

www.wayofhope.am

Follow us on Facebook
Pictures are posted regularly  

for up-to-date prayer

356

467
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Where are They Now?

in great supply, and lots of boys with the name Noy.
Also interestingly, the year 2019 marks the 

40th milestone in my missionary career.  So the 
biblical number 40 has been taking on increasing 
significance for me personally.  The years 1979 
to present have held many cross-cultural trials 
and testings.  There have been times when 
struggles have been so great that it’s been 
tempting to question the Lord’s calling on my life 
to missionary service.  But along with ministry 
and personal lessons and challenges have come 
joys and blessings too.  Excited responses in many 
countries to assistance and outreaches, and well-
placed reassurance from family and friends, have 
always topped the list.  To bring things up-to-date, 
for some time now, I’ve been receiving curious 
comments, such as:  
•	 what are your plans these days?  
•	 when will you be returning home?  
•	 are you thinking of RETIREMENT?  
•	 aren’t you sixty-something?
•	 isn’t it time to wind down the engine!  
No doubt all the white garnered on top gradually 
over the past four decades is in large part 
responsible for these good-natured inquiries…  
Here are a few responses:
•	 plans are indeed developing
•	 in December, at the end of this 3-year term 
•	 I might be thinking of eventual corresponding 

changes, but without capital letters…
•	 yes, I am indeed sixty-never-mind!
•	 the engine, although it seems to tire more 

easily, continues to work quite well and happily, 
by God’s grace…
HOPE board members have been praying with 

me about my involvement going forward, now 
that we have a great team in Armenia with staff 
members who are capable, trustworthy, and fully 
committed to the Lord’s work here.  What we’ve 
come up with is a new ministry plan whereby  
I will continue full-time as general director for 
our mission---not based in Armenia, but rather 
from my home in Northeast USA.

My missionary career was launched in 1979 with 
a solo trip by ship to deliver Bibles and Christian 
literature in several Slavic languages from Helsinki, 
Finland to Leningrad in the Russian Soviet Socialist 
Republic.  [Peter the Great’s “Venice of the North” 
was known as St. Petersburg during the Tsarist 
Era, Petrograd during the Bolshevik Era, Leningrad 
throughout the Soviet Era, and now once again St. 
Petersburg in the post-Soviet Era.]  It was a scary 

venture in the still-formidable and repressive 
Brezhnev regime of the Late Soviet Period---but 
more about that and other memorable events in 
days to come. 

There’s been lots of historic water under the 
bridge in the lands of the former Soviet Union, 
to which the Lord called me after college and 
seminary training.  All that missions from the West 
tried to do during these years was deeply impacted 
by the successive regimes of Leonid Brezhnev, 
Konstantin Chernenko, Yuri Andropov, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Boris Yeltsin, and now Vladimir Putin.  

My initial focus from Vienna, Austria with 
the Slavic Gospel Association was on the 
Soviet Satellite nations of East-Central Europe 
(particularly Hungary, Yugoslavia, Romania, 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, East Germany).  
Then pioneering work with Youth for Christ 
International (behind what Winston Churchill 
during a 1946 speech in Fulton, Missouri referred 
to as the Iron Curtain) took me farther into the 
Baltic nation of Estonia; then to Moscow in the 
Russian Federation; then to Samara-on-Volga 
in Central Russia.  Then together with Tatevik 
Ghazaryan, Way of HOPE was established in 2006 
in Yerevan, Armenia, from where the story of 
progress-through-struggle continues to unfold 
today.  

One priority will be to start capturing in 
writing four decades of perspectives about 
ministries as a witness to history during the 
tumultuous Late Soviet Period, well into the 
present equally tumultuous post-Soviet period.  
This will include a look back at the years from 
the first Russian Revolution of 1905, to the early 
post-Soviet period of 1995, as highlighted in my 
1998 dissertation.  There are specific lessons 
to consider about God’s ability to preserve and 
work among His people in, through, despite (!) 
even the most brutal of atheistic regimes, as in 
the case of the powerful Marxist-Leninist Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). 

Here then is the plan.   In December, Tatevik 
will continue as administrator of Way of HOPE in 
Armenia, my household goods will be shipped 
to Massachusetts, and I’ll return to the USA 
to continue serving full-time as HOPE Armenia 
Ministries’ general director from home.  My major 
responsibilities will be:

•	 to continue representing our mission 
throughout NE-USA 

•	 to strengthen and extend HOPE prayer and 
support base

•	 to work with HOPE governing board in setting 
objectives and guiding ministries

•	 to send updates and reports to supporters  
of the mission

•	 to spend 3 months each year (May, June, and 
July) in Armenia

•	 to recruit and accompany Project PAROS 
summer mission teams to Armenia

•	 to write leadership perspectives on mission  
We look forward to Tatevik’s trips to 

Massachusetts for 2 weeks during April    of each 
year to attend board meetings, give updates at 
NE annual meetings, and meet representatives 
from churches with an interest in the Lord’s work 
in Armenia.  

Recently I’ve reflected on the wonderful ways 
Psalm 121 (listed at the top of this article) has 
come down through the centuries in worship, even 
occasionally being set to music.  King David was 
right---he knew where to look for help.  In times of 
deep sadness, frustration, fear, failure, I too have 
found that it’s best to just head for the hills.  What 
wonderful assurance that the Maker of heaven 
and earth is deeply involved with the details of 
my life---frailties, misgivings, shortcomings, well-
motivated contributions and all.

For fourteen of the 40 years overseas, I’ve 
been awe-struck, humbled, and reassured as 
I’ve travelled around Yerevan, lifting my eyes to 
biblical Mt. Ararat (from which Noah and his 
sons Shem, Japheth, Ham descended long ago) 
---snow-capped and magnificent every season of 
the year, steadfast in the sure promises of God.  
There’s been lots of coming and going over the 
Atlantic and Black Seas.  Praise the Lord that He 
can be trusted to continue watching over more 
such privileged exits and entrances, by His grace, 
both now and forevermore.

•	 Thanks to Mher for outlining some of the ways 
the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church has 
been faithful to the Scriptural number 40 over the 
centuries, since its founding in 301 AD

•	 Thanks to my brother Allan for reiterating the 
famous literary phrase witness to history with 
regard to these important years

By Mher Nahapetyan
During recent Monday afternoon staff Bible 

study, we read the 16th chapter of the Book of 
Romans.  In this inspiring passage, the apostle 
Paul gives greetings to the believers in the 
church in Rome, listing their names and their 
contributions to establishing faith in our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ in that important city.

At that moment I drew a deep parallel in my 
mind, comparing this with the recent past phenomenon of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), to which our nation belonged for many 
decades as the Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic (Armenian SSR).  

Let me back up a bit.  I was born, raised, and educated during Soviet 
times.  This was a long period of rejection of the reign of God, due to the 

fact that atheism was forced on 
us as the official ideology.

Broadly speaking, throughout 
the fifteen nations comprising 
the Soviet Union, there was a 
very high level of literacy.  But 
along with this came a very 
high level of empty ideas!  For 
many decades, those tasked 
with enforcing Marxist-Leninist 
atheistic ideology focused tirelessly on the creation of false heroes, with 
the result that individual personalities and opinions were destroyed.  
Mass media, such as literature, drama, theater, cinema were great tools 
for disseminating these officially sanctioned ideas.  continued on page 4 

Большая советская энциклопедия
Սովետական մեծ հանրագիտարան

Great Soviet Encyclopedia
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Village School Youth Programs 
Naregatsi Art Institute, Yerevan 

11 May 2018

Autumn 2017 Ministry Programs

Mher’s 10th HOPE Anniversary
HOPE Office, 29 September

Varser village school
BASICS of Christian Faith youth program 

October - December

Adult Bible Study - Christmas Finale
Book of GENESIS

HOPE Office, 18 December

Christmas Outreach
Yerevan suburbs Malatia & Avan

28 December

ANNIVERSARY
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openly on the bookshelves in our homes at that time, keeps 
making a wonderful come-back!  No historic epoch or earthly 
regime, no matter how militaristic, has been able to quench 
its power.  Gradually this book has been re-appearing in 
Armenians’ homes.  It is no longer hidden but is now openly 
available to those with eyes to see and ears to hear the truth 
of God’s Word.

Looking back, there are marvelous examples during the 
terrible years of the 1915-18 Genocide Against the Armenian 
People, even before the Bolshevik and Soviet eras, when 
Armenians risked their lives to save the Holy Bible from the 
enemy.  There were even alarming cases when the choice was 
between saving the Holy Book or saving a child, and the choice 
was made for God’s Holy Word.  

Now when I read the greetings of the Apostle Paul to the 
Church in Rome, with the lists of individual believers’ names, 
and specific commendation for their participation in the Gospel 
of our Lord, suddenly a smile comes to my face.  That’s the 
time when I silently compare these true spiritual heroes with 
the false heroes whose names were written in the huge Soviet 
Encyclopedia. 

That earthly twelve-volume book, proudly touting lofty 
atheistic ideals, full of false stories and false heroes, was 
doomed by its intrinsic merit to the trash-heap of history.  
But the names written in the pages of God’s holy revelation 
to His people over 2,000 years ago---The Lamb’s Book of Life 
(Revelation 21:27)---will live forever!  

 continued from page 3  We Armenians have always prided ourselves on our love 
of knowledge.  In every Armenian home to this day you can see bookshelves full 
of books.  However, what you won’t see in our homes anymore is the twelve-
volume collection of the enormous Great Soviet Encyclopedia.

During this Bible study, my thoughts raced to that huge Encyclopedia.  Let me 
tell you why.  We were taught from a young age that in that huge Encyclopedia 
you can find everything you need to know in life, including famous people, 
historic facts, scientific articles, etc.   But everything was  written in the spirit 
of Soviet ideology, and in many instances, information was completely falsified 
to conform to that ideology.  Myriads of peoples’ names were listed, and they 
were presented as famous heroes.

Well, over a quarter century has passed since the Soviet Marxist-Leninist 
atheistic system imploded.  Life has changed dramatically from one system 
to another.  Step by step the truth has been revealed about these so-called 
“famous heroes” of the Soviet period.  The majority of these people were 
actually traitors whose hands were dipped in blood as they gave false testimony 
against neighbors and even family members.  They were false intellectuals who 
were ready to face every humiliation just to have their names listed in the 
pages of the Soviet Encyclopedia forever.

What a disappointment if by some miracle these heroes could be alive 
today.  They would discover quickly that these books with their names listed so 
visibly have mostly disappeared!  Many of these books, where their supposedly 
immortal names were written, were burned in household stoves during the 
early 1990s when Armenia faced the crippling energy embargo brought about 
by Turkey and Azerbaijan.  Many of these supposedly sacred books were even 
used as waste paper during this time of great struggle.

A great, miraculous irony is that another even greater Book, which was 
derided and forbidden during the Soviet era, and would never have appeared 

Winter-Spring 2018 Ministry Programs

Old New Year young adult party
HOPE Office, 13 January

Easter Outreach - Etchmiadzin
20 March

Varser youth program 
Bzhni Excursion, 28 May 

Tsovagyugh youth program
BASICS of Christian Faith

March - May

Varser village school
follow-up youth program - Fruit of the Spirit

March - May

Monday Adult Bible Study - I Corinthians
HOPE Office, June-July

Staff-Helper Retreat
God’s Holy Patience

HOPE Office, 18 February

Idjevan youth program
BASICS of Christian Faith

March - July



6

2017 - 2018 
Kids’ Planet 

Program

Bible Lessons of the Past Year:
The Christmas Narrative
Moses the Great Leader
Palm Sunday:  Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem
Easter:  Jesus’ Resurrection
Jesus the Good Sheperd
The Good Samaritan
The Prodigal son
Zacchaeus
The Righteous Judge

1st Anniversary Cake!
Saturday, 2 June
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2018  Project PAROS ~ June 23 - July 10
Summer Youth Day Camps

Gegharkuniq & Tavush regios

1st Summer Youth Camp
Arevik Social - Educational center

Idjevan City
 June 25, 26, 27

2nd Summer Youth Camp
Gagarin village school

 June 28, 29, 30

Home for the Elderly 
Vanadzor

Monday, July 2

Lavash Evening
HOPE Office
Friday, July 6

Project PAROS
Armenian - American team

Kids’ Planet Day
LIGHTHOUSE, Lake Sevan

Saturday, July 7
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Armenian Church History

ANSWERS TO PRAYER
1. Idjevan Summer Youth Day Camp
2. Gagarin Summer Youth Day Camp
3. Vanadzor Home for the Elderly - special program
4. Lavash Evening outreach
5. Kids’ Planet Day, LIGHTHOUSE
6. Armenian camp team: Tatevik, Mher, K.Tigran, 

Satenik, Lusine, Hayk, Mane, Avetis
7. 2018 Project PAROS USA team:
    Debra, Becky, Cindy, Jim, Paul

PRAYER CONCERNS
1. 1. political stability in the wake  

of April-May Velvet Revolution
2. Summer Adult Bible Study - I Corinthians
3. summer LIGHTHOUSE stone wall project
4. August staff respite
5. safety during summer travels
6. Gagarin BASICS youth program - autumn
7. Idjevan follow-up youth program - autumn
8. Kids’ Planet program - autumn

2018 TV Interview
https://goo.gl/4XPGfC

Tatevik and Mher

Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’  John 8:12

 

  
                               

 

Return this portion with your gift       Thank You for Giving
Please consider prayerfully a gift in support of our mission in Armenia

Monthly pledge  $ ________________      Name  __________________________________________________
Other gift (please specify) $ ________________ Address __________________________________________________
Total amount enclosed $ ________________  __________________________________________________
      Telephone / Cell  ___________________________________________
 Go to our website link:    E-mail  __________________________________________________
       
         Mail to:
 Make checks payable to:      HOPE Armenia Ministries
 HOPE Armenia Ministries       P O Box 4009 
         San Dimas CA 91773 USA

Part II:  Ancient City of Ani
By Tatevik Ghazaryan

In the previous article on Armenian Church History 
and Tradition (Summer 2017 edition Lighthouse 
brochure), I presented one of our most beautiful cities 
of antiquity, the historical city of Ani.  This remarkable 
city was the capital of Armenia in the 10th and 11th 
centuries, with a population of around 100,000.  

Today the ruins of ancient Ani are located in the Kars province 
of Turkey near the Armenian-Turkish border, 30 kilometers to the 
southwest of Gyumri (present-day Armenia’s second city, after Yerevan).  
Clearly, the desire of every Armenian is to one day visit our historical 
fatherlands across the border and see with own eyes the ruins of this 
beloved city. 

Last year my husband Suren and I had a great chance to take a three-
day trip to Western Armenia, to this fatherland of our forebears; and to 
feast our eyes on the wonderful sights of the famous cities of Ani, Van, 
Kars, and Erzurum, which we had heard about all our lives.

It is well known that Armenia and Turkey for over 100 years have not 
had political relations, due to the fact that the Turkish government has 
not officially recognized the 1915-18 Genocide Against the Armenian 
People.  Therefore all our lives we had little chance of visiting Eastern 
Turkey, where much of the Genocide occurred, just over the border 
from Western Armenia.  

But things are changing gradually!  These days entrepreneurial tour 
operators are organizing tours across to Turkish territories, and many 
Armenians are taking advantage of the opportunities now offered.

We chose the services of a tour operator called Narekavank.  Our 
trip began from Yerevan where we live, through southern Georgia, to 
the northeastern Turkish border.  There we were met by Turkish drivers 
who transported our group for three days from one site to another.  
We were impressed that our Armenian escorts were very professional 

and were fluent in Turkish, and therefore our group of fifty Armenian 
tourists realized that we would be well taken care of.

First we visited Ani, known throughout history as the City of 1,001 
Churches.  What a mixture of joy, delight sadness, regret, pain that this 
famous city of our heritage just over the border now rests in almost 
complete ruins.  Today there are remains of just a few of these original 
glorious churches.  Those that have been restored a little now exist 
without domes and crosses, since Turkey is officially an Islamic nation.  
It was very upsetting to see this.

We walked for a few amazing hours among the ruins, where long ago 
Armenian kings reigned supreme and the bells of Armenian churches 
pealed throughout the wide plain.  Afterward we were hosted in a fine 
hotel in the city of Erzurum.  It was interesting to taste Turkish food and 
become more familiar with Turkish culture.

The tour also took us to the historic cities of Van and Kars.  It was 
very painful to see historic beautiful Armenian churches being turned 
into local mosques.  For Suren and me, this was our first, but surely not 
our last, emotionally stirring visit to our historic, beloved fatherlands 
just across the border.


