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HOPE’S Primary Objective:

“Study to show yourself approved to God,
a workman that needs not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.” II Timothy 2:15

Studying God’s Word!

HOPE NEWS
HENRIETTA VI
... arriving soon!

We’ve held young adult Basics of Christian Faith programs at St. Hohvannes’ Church (St. John the Baptist
Church) in Central Yerevan for five years. Usually these programs are held on Friday evenings, when the
study / work week is finishing. Often participants come with varying degrees of biblical knowledge and
participation in church life; but gradually they find answers for their lives from the study of God’s Word. Here’s
a sampling of comments from last autumn.
I think it’s best to discipline (teach)
children spiritually from an early age.
It’s possible that not every one may
understand everything well from the
start. But surely over time the truth of
our loving Lord will be established in
him or her.
Inessa, social worker

This young adult program helped me to
love the Lord and His Word even more.
And most importantly, studying with
others helped me to recognize my own
sins.
Artur, student

At times when we are facing trials, we
need to learn to forgive everyone. We
need to ask the Lord to forgive their
sins. This helps us to conquerour
trials even more and helps us to stay
close to the Lord. Nune, linguist
Through this program I’ve already started
to understand my faults in the past. Now
I want to do things better in light of our
Lord’s Commands. I want to examine
my life in the light of His Commands.
Sona, teacher

I want always to glorify the Lord. It is
the Lord who gives us the chance to
hear His Word. This fills our hearts with
peace through messy times.
Satenik, actress

Before I was confused as I faced
problems made by my relatives.
I thought the time suffering under
these problems was spent in vain.
Instead, I thought, it could be devoted
to the Lord, to reading His Word, to
It’s difficult for someone who puts praying. Later I understood that the time I spend
trust only in himself. Walking with helping others is also devotion (prayer). The Lord
the Lord instead gives strength to His never forgets the people who turn to Him, does He?
people. 		
Tigran, engineer Even when in our imaginations we feel that He has no
time for us, we find that He does.
Knarik, linguist

HOPE’S Secondary Objective:
Building Christian Families!

”For this reason a man shall leave his father
and his mother, and be joined to his wife;
and they shall become one flesh.”
Genesis 2:24

During our eight years of ministry so far, while our primary objective has been to focus on those with open hearts
for God’s Word and for Christian fellowship; sometimes romance unexpectedly enters into the programs as well!
Here are four couples who have met through HOPE and who are moving along together in their walk of faith.

Married in 2009,
the parents of
a 3-year-old boy
named Vahag

Armen
attorney

Edward
animator

Seda
artist

Anna
singer
Married in 2010,
often bring their
2-year-old boy Edward,
Jr. to HOPE seminars

Armen
computer
programmer

Ghazak
military
officer

Armine
linguist

Anahit
actress

Married in 2011,
often bring their
2-year-old boy David
to HOPE seminars

Recently engaged,
to be married this autumn
(We are all excited about
this big event!)
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9th NE Prayer & Support Group Annual Meeting

April 5, 2014

First Baptist Church - Westminster, Massachusetts USA

Perspectives on HOPE
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer.” Romans 12:12
Sometimes a specific verse from
Scripture captures well how we should
respond to life situations as they unfold.
Joyful in hope. One friend wrote
recently, … I feel the strain acutely of all the
terrible tragedies in the world: Malaysia,
South Korea, Iraq, Afghanistan, Eastern
Ukraine, Nigeria, Turkey, South Sudan…
I avoid the news occasionally because it
is simply too much to handle… So how do
we remain joyful in the midst of so many
global heartaches? The answer must lie in
our willingness to remain centered in our
Lord’s sovereignty, confident in the Eternal
Hope we have in Him, reassured in the
surety of His ultimate restoration of this
suffering world.
Patient in affliction.
Nothing like
sudden, excruciating back pain to make
this admonition come alive! Throughout
the winter and spring, as I struggled to deal
with another yet-unfamiliar health issue,
with great understanding and help from
our staff; unexpected encouragement
came from multiple sources across the
ocean:
I’ve been experiencing that
too! Here are some exercises to try for
getting that troublesome sciatic nerve to
behave… Or, We’re trying a new specialist
here also, to see if there can be some
relief from awful back pain. Or, We’re
hoping that injections will help my back
so that surgery won’t be needed... Either
I simply didn’t focus well before on people
facing such debilitating health concerns,
or I simply couldn’t focus well until going
through this myself! Hopefully there
will be more sympathy and prayer in the
future toward others suffering similarly.
Faithful in prayer. We are grateful for
friends who take time each April to pray
during our NE Prayer & Support Group
annual meetings. Somehow we feel muchneeded empowerment after sharing
(through SKYPE) what the Lord is doing,
and what challenges are facing us in the
ministries to teenagers, young adults, and
adults here in the Republic of Armenia.
Such faithful prayer is not only welcome,
but vital.
ՇՆՈՐՀԱԿԱԼՈՒԹՅՈՒՆ =
Schnorhakalutjun = Many thanks! from
all of us to all of you.
In Jesus’ HOPE, joy, faithfulness,

Our 9th NE annual meeting was held at First
Baptist Church in Westminster, Massachusetts,
with faithful friends of HOPE from several
supporting churches in attendance. Once again,
Sharon Combs and Debbie Shipman ably anchored
this meeting, with tech help from Dave Shipman
and Bryant LeBlanc, and organizational help from
Joe Gosselin and friends from the host church. Many thanks to all who contributed refreshments for
lunch time, and many thanks too for the special offering toward our ministries in Armenia! We rely on
this prayer foundation which gives great empowerment for the ministry efforts throughout the year.
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”
Ephesians 6:18

Special Gift Toward HOPE Expansion
Mr. Paul Green - Glendora, California USA
Last autumn, Dr. Kaarina received a message from Mr. Paul Green, a long-time
friend and supporter (and former HOPE Vice Chairman), asking about our priority
needs for ministry “under this current regime.” Soon we received a special gift
toward several expansion projects being completed at the LIGHTHOUSE step by step:
• sofa & armchair set
• 3-section supply shelves

• Kids’ Korner furniture
• 5 new bunk beds

Thankfully, there are enough funds also to purchase a second vehicle, station wagon Henrietta VI,
to help with transportation from Yerevan to Sevan---and to relieve our (2006, 10-seat) Henry V
van. [After five Henrys so far, we think this next one should be a girl!]
We are very grateful for this tangible help from someone who has been a faithful supporter and
prayer partner, together with his late wife Ruth, over several decades. Just a couple months after
sending this gift, our friend Paul went Home to be with the Lord. Long-time friends from Pasadena
Wesleyan Church days (when Kaarina was a student at Fuller Seminary School of World Mission)
gathered with Paul’s family in Glendora to celebrate his life of faith and service, and to reflect on
many wonderful memories of Christian fellowship.
“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant: you have been faithful over a few things,
I will make you ruler over many things: enter into the joy of your lord.’” Matthew 25:21

Autumn 2013 Ministries
Coffee Evening

Youth Programs
Basics of Christian Faith
Fruit of the Spirit

presenting
autumn
ministries
Varser village school

Chkalovka village school

Retreats

Bible Studies
Adults:
Christian
Community
in the Book
of ACTS

Kaarina A. Ham, Ph.D
General Director

Young Adults:
Role of the
Holy Spirit in
Believers’ Lives
Young Adults: Basics of Christian Faith

Adults: Book of ACTS
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Winter 2014 Ministries
Welcoming New Friends
Japanese
Evening

Theme:
God’s Love for
the Nations
HOPE Office
11 January

Staff-Helper
Annual Retreat

8th HOPE Anniversary
Celebration

Topic: Loving Our Enemies:
Overcoming Evil With Good
Romans 12:14-21
HOPE Office
25 January

Theme: Three Wise Men From The East
Naregatsi Art Institute
7 February

Spring 2014 Ministries
Youth Program

4th Easter Outreach

Fruit of the Spirit

Chkalovka
Village School
Sevan region
March-May

Helping five veteran families
Artik region
19 April

Adult Retreat

Picnic Finale
Hayrivank Church, VII century
near Lake Sevan

Cleaning Day
LIGHTHOUSE

Theme: Jesus’ Resurrection

Volunteer team
26 April

Outreach team

Women’s Seminar

Lessons: Christian Humility
Jesus Our Example
LIGHTHOUSE
3-4 May

Preparation for
Neighborhood Women’s Tea

Lessons: Loving Our Enemies
Overcoming Evil With Good
Romans 12:14-21
LIGHTHOUSE
24- 25 May

Summer 2014 Ministries
8th HOPE Family Excursion

Lesson: Feeding of the Five Thousand - John 6

Summer Youth Day Camps

Sevan region

Summer Adult Bible Study

Lesson 1: Jesus, Light
of the World - John 8
Lesson 2: Keep My Lips
From Lying - Psalms 34,
120, 141
Stepanavan Church, XIX century
Lori region
15 June

Chkalovka
village
school
June 25-26

Gomadzor
village
school
June 27-28

Summer Camp Team
Morning devotions:

Our Reasonable Service
Romans 12

Mher teaching the lessons

3

Topic: Book of GENESIS
HOPE Office
May, June, July

Summer Adult Seminar

Lessons: Wages of Sin vs. Gift of God
Romans 6:23
LIGHTHOUSE
26-27 July

ARMENIAN CHURCH HISTORY 10th century Devotional Writer Grigor Naregatsi
By Tatevik Ghazaryan
We want to share
with you an important
figure from Armenian
Church History, Grigor
Narekatsi
(951–1003
A.D.). He was born into a
family of church scholars.
His father, Khosrov, was
an archbishop in the Armenian Apostolic Church.
He lost his mother when he was very young, and
after her death he was educated by his cousin.
At a young age, Grigor entered the Narek
Monastery known as Narekavank, on the
southeast shore of Lake Van, in the Vaspurakan
region of Greater Armenia (present-day Turkey).
He lived most of his life in the monastery. During
the first Millennium of Christianity, Narekavank
was a significant center of learning.
Narekatsi is known for his poetic, philosophical,
and theological writings. Unfortunately, there
were times when jealousy sprang up against him
on the part of less gifted scholars, resulting in
unfounded accusations of heresy, which by God’s
grace he eventually overcame. Despite such

heart-wrenching attacks, his heart remained full
of faith in the Lord. This is shown in the many
devotional works which he produced, such as
Narek Prayer Book, Book of Lamentations, Song
of Songs, and more than thirty other wonderful
compositions.
Many of Naregatsi’s magnificent works
intimately characterize 9th century Armenian
social life, as well as religious piety. One of the
best known is his Book of Lamentations, which he
devoted to the Lord, believing that it would help
people find solace in their spirits even as they find
beauty and perfection in the Lord Himself.
Narek Prayer Book has provided much spiritual
reassurance for the Armenian people suffering
countless tragedies throughout their long history
---still bearing the burden and scars of repeated
disasters, deportations, and the Great Genocide
(1915–18). In recent years, much-esteemed
contemporary Armenian-American scholar and
theologian Thomas Samuelian has translated this
important work into contemporary language,
making it available to all believers in the Lord
Jesus who would go further in their prayer and
devotional life.

When our LIGHTHOUSE building near Lake
Sevan was dedicated in 2006, we were presented
with a beautiful copy of the English version,
Speaking With God from the Depths of the Heart,
which has already benefitted many visitors to our
ministry center.

Miniature of Grigor Naregatsi
Matenadaran Research Institute of Ancient Manuscripts

Tatevik, an M.A. graduate of Yerevan State Philological Institute and former high school history teacher, has served 8 years as HOPE administrator and ministry coordinator.
She and her husband Suren have a 5-year-old daughter, Mane (“Maneh”) and a 2½ year-old son Avetis, whose name means Evangel / Good News.
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ANSWERS TO PRAYER

342

NEW
Website
design

Friends

1. 8th HOPE Family anniversary celebration:
Wise Men Still Seek Him!
2. Monday Adult Bible Study-close fellowship
3. Adult Bible Study-fine Easter Outreach offering
4. Staff-Helper Winter Bible Study:
Old Testament Salvation Themes
5. Staff-Helper Summer Bible Study: Book of REVELATION
6. Summer Youth Camps: Chkalovka, Gomadzor
7. Summer Camp Team: Dr. Kaarina, Tatevik, Mher, K.Tigran,
Anushik, Lusine, Satenik, Suren, Gagik, Laurence
8. Henry V van–safety on roads, brand new summer shoes!

LIGHTHOUSE
first floor progress

PRAYER CONCERNS

1. God’s protection over nearby
former Soviet Republics:
Ukraine, Moldova, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Georgia, and Armenia
2. autumn adult Bible Study program
3. autumn young adult program
4. autumn youth programs
5. completion of LIGHTHOUSE first floor
6. safe arrival of Henrietta VI station wagon
7. healing of Dr. Kaarina’s back and legs
8. open hearts to study God’s Word

“Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” John 8:12
Return this portion with your gift

Please consider prayerfully a gift in support of our mission in Armenia

Thank You for Giving

Monthly pledge:

$ _________________________ Name: ____________________________________

Extra gift (please specify):

$ _________________________ Address: __________________________________

Total amount enclosed:
Please print your e-mail address:

$ _________________________

Make checks payable to:
HOPE Armenia Ministries

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
Mail to:
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HOPE Armenia Ministries
PO Box 4009
San Dimas, CA 91773 USA

Go to our website link:

